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Distinguished Colleagues, BRI, AT, SedNT, AT
padics and Gentlemen. WARGOREN%, R E— ke, 3t
I’dA17ike to welcome you all to Xi’an for the China-Central Asia R AR E &1 ER
Summit to explore together ways for closer cooperation between PR, R SRR AR R G
China and the five Central Asian countries. TR — R BRI 2100

Xi’an, known as Chang’an in ancient times, is an important ) i )
cradle of the Chinese civilization and nation. It is also the start- 2 <Pl HEN AR R B &, B

ing point of the ancient Silk Road on the east end. Over 2,100 5} 7977 voE[E il A A8 kT . THEHE

years ago, Zhang Qian, a Han Dynasty envoy, made his journey - L S R
<17 3 — QQQ& S
to the West from Chang’an, opening the door to the friendship K, PR AR RIS 12258 B

and exchanges between China and Central Asia. With their joint PORFER, AHFASCHRACH. FE LK RE
endeavor of hundreds of years, Chinese and Central Asian peoples s 5 it ik o] AR 3E A S [ B A ez

made the Silk Road expand and prosper, a historic contribution to " S, P .
the interaction, integration, enrichment and development of world SEET. BBETE W, SARIHERLH

civilizations. The Tang Dynasty poet Li Bai (701-761) once wrote, 2, ZE5THEAH, FFREEPAK, HA+0E
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“In Chang’an we meet again, worthy of more than a thousand
pieces of gold.” Our gathering in Xi’an today to renew our millen-
nia-old friendship and open up new vistas for the future is of very
important significance.

Back in 2013, I put forward the initiative of jointly building a
Silk Road Economic Belt during my first visit to Central Asia as
Chinese president. Over the past decade, China and Central Asian
countries have worked closely together to fully revive the Silk
Road and actively deepen future-oriented cooperation, steering
our relations into a new era.

The China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan highway that runs across
the Tianshan Mountain, the China-Tajikistan expressway that de-
fies the Pamir Plateau, and the China-Kazakhstan crude oil pipe-
line and the China-Central Asia Gas Pipeline that traverse the vast
desert—they are the present-day Silk Road. The China-Europe
Railway Express operating around the clock, the endless streams
of freight trucks, and crisscrossing flights—they are the present-
day camel caravans. Entrepreneurs seeking business opportunities,
health workers fighting the COVID-19, cultural workers deliver-
ing message of friendship, and international students pursuing fur-
ther education—they are the present-day goodwill ambassadors.

The China-Central Asia relationship is steeped in history,
driven by broad actual needs, and built on solid popular support.
Our relations are brimming with vigor and vitality in the new era.

Colleagues,

Transformations of the world unseen in a century are unfold-
ing at a faster pace. Changes of the world, of our times, and of the
historical trajectory are taking place in ways like never before.
Central Asia, the center of the Eurasian continent, is at a cross-
roads connecting the East and West, the South and North.

The world needs a stable Central Asia. The sovereignty, se-
curity, independence and territorial integrity of Central Asian
countries must be upheld; their people’s choice of development
paths must be respected; and their efforts for peace, harmony and
tranquility must be supported.

The world needs a prosperous Central Asia. A dynamic and
prospering Central Asia will help people in the region achieve
their aspiration for a better life. It will also lend strong impetus to
global economic recovery.

The world needs a harmonious Central Asia. As a Central Asian
saying goes, “Brotherhood is more precious than any treasure.”
Ethnic conflicts, religious strife, and cultural estrangement are not
the defining feature of the region. Instead, solidarity, inclusiveness,
and harmony are the pursuits of the Central Asian people. No one
has the right to sow discord or stoke confrontation in the region,
let alone seek selfish political interests.

The world needs an interconnected Central Asia. Blessed
with unique geographical advantages, Central Asia has the right
foundation, condition and capability to become an important con-
nectivity hub of Eurasia and make unique contribution to the trad-
ing of goods, the interplay of civilizations and the development of
science and technology in the world.

Colleagues,

At the virtual summit commemorating the 30th anniversary of
diplomatic relations between China and Central Asian countries
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held last year, we jointly announced our vision of a China-Central
Asia community with a shared future. It was a historic choice made
for the fundamental interests and bright future of our peoples in the
new era. In building this community, we need to stay committed to
four principles.

First, mutual assistance. It is important that we deepen stra-
tegic mutual trust, and always give each other unequivocal and
strong support on issues concerning our core interests such as
sovereignty, independence, national dignity, and long-term devel-
opment. We should work together to ensure that our community
features mutual assistance, solidarity, and mutual trust.

Second, common development. It is important that we con-
tinue to set the pace for Belt and Road cooperation and deliver on
the Global Development Initiative. We should fully unlock our po-
tentials in traditional areas of cooperation such as economy, trade,
industrial capacity, energy and transportation. And we should
forge new drivers of growth in finance, agriculture, poverty reduc-
tion, green and low-carbon development, medical service, health,
and digital innovation. We should work together to ensure that our
community features win-win cooperation and common progress.

Third, universal security. It is important that we act on the
Global Security Initiative, and stand firm against external attempts
to interfere in domestic affairs of regional countries or instigate
color revolutions. We should remain zero-tolerant to the three
forces of terrorism, separatism and extremism, and strive to re-
solve security conundrums in the region. We should work together
to ensure that our community features no-conflict and enduring
peace.

Fourth, everlasting friendship. It is important that we imple-
ment the Global Civilization Initiative, carry forward our tradition-
al friendship, and enhance people-to-people exchanges. We should
do more to share our experience in governance, deepen cultural
mutual learning, increase mutual understanding, and cement the
foundation of the everlasting friendship between the Chinese and
Central Asian peoples. We should work together to ensure that our
community features close affinity and shared conviction.

Colleagues,

Our Summit has created a new platform and opened up new
prospects for China-Central Asia cooperation. China will take
this as an opportunity to step up coordination with all parties for
good planning, development and progress of China-Central Asia
cooperation.

First, we need to strengthen institutional building. We have set
up meeting mechanisms on foreign affairs, economy, trade and
customs, as well as a business council. China has also proposed
establishment of meeting and dialogue mechanisms on industry
and investment, agriculture, transportation, emergency response,
education, and political parties, which will be platforms for all-
round mutually beneficial cooperation between our countries.

Second, we need to expand economic and trade ties. China will
take more trade facilitation measures, upgrade bilateral investment
treaties, and open “green lanes” for streamlined customs clearance
of agricultural and sideline products at all border ports between
China and Central Asian countries. China will also hold a live-
streaming sales event to further promote Central Asian products,
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