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Member of the Political Bureau of the CPC
Gentral Gommittee and Foreign Minister
Wang Yi Meets the Press ()
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On March 7, 2024, a press conference was held on the margins
of the Second Session of the 14th National People’s Congress at the
Media Center, during which Member of the Political Bureau of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee and Foreign
Minister Wang Yi answered questions from Chinese and foreign me-
dia about China’s foreign policy and external relations.

Wang Yi: Friends from the media, good morning. I am very
pleased to meet you again during the National People’s Congress and
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference National Commit-
tee sessions. The world landscape today is undergoing profound trans-
formation, and human society is confronted with multiple challenges.
In this changing and turbulent international environment, China will
remain a staunch force for peace, stability and progress of the world.
In his report to the 20th National Congress of the CPC, General Sec-
retary Xi Jinping pointed out that although this is an era fraught with
challenges, it is also an era brimming with hope. China will stand
firmly on the right side of history and on the side of human progress,
and will advocate vigorously peace, development, cooperation and
mutual benefit. It will pursue its development along with its efforts
for peace and development of the world, and at the same time, it will
make greater contributions to world peace and development through
its own development. It was also stressed in the report that the CPC is
dedicated both to pursuing happiness for the Chinese people and reju-
venation for the Chinese nation and to promoting human progress and
world harmony. That is our mission and our duty. It is also our aspira-
tion and our goal. With that, I’m ready to take your questions.

China Central Television: Could you talk us through China’s
most impressive diplomatic achievements in the past year? At the
Central Conference on Work Relating to Foreign Affairs, it was
pointed out that major-country diplomacy with Chinese char-
acteristics would enter a new stage where much more could be
accomplished. Could you share with us in what areas of its diplo-
macy China will seek to accomplish more?

Wang Yi: The year 2023 not only witnessed pioneering efforts
but also great harvests in China’s diplomacy. Under the strong lead-
ership of the CPC Central Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping at
its core, the Chinese foreign service fully implemented the guiding
principles set forth at the 20th CPC National Congress. We took steps
to promote international solidarity and cooperation, and offered solu-
tions to crises and challenges. We contributed to world peace and
development, and broke new ground in China’s diplomatic theory and
practice.

In the past year, President Xi Jinping hosted two major diplomatic
events in China, attended three multilateral summits, made four im-
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portant overseas visits, and had more than 100 meetings and phone
calls. Head-of-state diplomacy is getting increasingly irreplaceable
in providing strategic guidance. The Central Asian region and the
Indochina Peninsula all embraced the vision of a community with a
shared future for mankind, and new progress was made in the joint
efforts by China and African, ASEAN, Arab, and Latin American and
Caribbean countries to realize the same vision. The Third Belt and
Road Forum for International Cooperation was a success, taking Belt
and Road cooperation to a new stage of high-quality development.
BRICS achieved a historic expansion, opening a new chapter of united
strength for the Global South. We facilitated the historic reconciliation
between Saudi Arabia and Iran, and mediated a ceasefire agreement in
northern Myanmar. We promoted political settlement of all hotspots
and conflicts. We resolutely opposed all hegemonic and bullying acts,
and effectively safeguarded China’s sovereignty, security and develop-
ment interests as well as the common interests of developing countries.
‘We conducted diplomacy to serve the Chinese people and to fully sup-
port the development and stability of the country.

At the Central Conference on Work Relating to Foreign Affairs
at the end of last year, President Xi Jinping outlined a comprehensive
plan for China’s external work for the present and beyond, which was
a top-level design for China’s diplomatic strategy on the new journey.
We will study and implement the guiding principles of the Conference
in real earnest. We will follow the guidance of Xi Jinping Thought on
Diplomacy, focus on building a community with a shared future for
mankind, and act with a stronger sense of historical responsibility and
a more vibrant spirit of innovation to accomplish more in our major-
country diplomacy with Chinese characteristics.

We will be more confident and self-reliant in cultivating the fea-
tures of China’s diplomacy. Our national development and rejuvena-
tion will always be based on our own efforts, and the future of the
Chinese people will always be in our own hands. We will remain firm
in pursuing the independent foreign policy of peace, and resolutely
safeguard China’s sovereignty and national dignity.

We will be more open and inclusive and conduct diplomacy with
a broad vision. We will consolidate and expand our global network
of partnerships, promote a new type of international relations, and
promote mutual respect and mutual learning between civilizations.
We will strive for stability in major-country relations, common prog-
ress with our neighbors, and rejuvenation with fellow countries in the
Global South.

We will uphold fairness and justice, and further establish the ethos
of China’s diplomacy. We will practice true multilateralism, and pro-
mote greater democracy in international relations. We will be more
unequivocal on issues of principle concerning the legitimate rights
and interests of developing countries and the future of humanity, and
will shoulder greater moral responsibility and press ahead in the right
direction of history.

We will promote win-win cooperation, and stay true to the ideal
of China’s diplomacy. We will stay on the right path of seeking soli-
darity and cooperation, offer more solutions with Chinese wisdom to
regional hotspots and global issues, and provide more public goods in
the interest of world peace and development. China’s new develop-
ment will bring about new opportunities to the world.

Rossiya Segodnya: This year marks the 75th anniversary of
diplomatic ties between Russia and China. The bilateral relation-
ship has grown to an unprecedented level in recent years. Given the
ongoing global transition in international relations, what is the most
effective way to tap the potential of Russia-China cooperation?
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Wang Yi: Under the strategic guidance of President Xi Jinping
and President Vladimir Putin, the China-Russia comprehensive stra-
tegic partnership of coordination for the new era has been moving
forward on a high level. Political mutual trust is deepening. Coopera-
tion remains mutually beneficial and complementary to each other.
The two peoples are enthusiastic about mutual exchanges. Last year,
bilateral trade reached a record US$240 billion, hitting the target of
US$200 billion ahead of schedule. Russian natural gas is fueling nu-
merous Chinese households, and Chinese-made automobiles are run-
ning on Russian roads. All this shows the strong resilience and broad
prospects of China-Russia mutually beneficial cooperation.

Maintaining and growing the China-Russia relationship is a
strategic choice by the two sides based on the fundamental interests
of the two peoples. It is also what we must do to keep pace with the
trend of the world. As key major countries of the world and perma-
nent members of the U.N. Security Council, China and Russia have
forged a new paradigm of major-country relations that differs entirely
from the obsolete Cold War approach. On the basis of non-alliance,
non-confrontation and not targeting any third party, China and
Russia strive for lasting good-neighborliness and friendship and seek
to deepen their comprehensive strategic coordination. In today’s
world, hegemonism finds no support, and division leads nowhere.
Major countries should not seek confrontation, and the Cold War
should not be allowed to come back. The China-Russia relationship
moves ahead along the trend of the times toward multipolarity and
greater democracy in international relations, and is thus very impor-
tant for maintaining global strategic stability, enabling positive inter-
actions among major countries, and promoting cooperation among
emerging major countries.

This year marks the 75th anniversary of China-Russia diplomatic
relations. The two sides will also jointly launch the China-Russia
Years of Culture. The relationship faces new opportunities. China is
ready to work with Russia to foster new driving forces for coopera-
tion and steadily enhance the foundation of friendship between the
two peoples. With Russia chairing the BRICS mechanism this year
and China taking over the chairship of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) in the second half of the year, the two sides will
strengthen international and multilateral coordination, practice true
multilateralism, uphold the U.N.-centered international system, and
safeguard regional and global security and stability.

People’s Daily: At the Central Conference on Work Relating
to Foreign Affairs, it was pointed out that building a community
with a shared future for mankind is China’s lofty goal in conduct-
ing major-country diplomacy with Chinese characteristics for the
new era. In recent years, China has announced it would strive for
that goal together with quite a number of countries. How do you
see the prospect of building a community with a shared future for
mankind?

Wang Yi: Building a community with a shared future for man-
kind is the core tenet of Xi Jinping Thought on Diplomacy. It is
China’s solution to the question of what kind of world to build and
how to build it.

President Xi Jinping has stressed many times that humanity live
in the same global village and travel in the same boat. Facing vari-
ous global challenges coming our way, countries should rise above
their differences in history, culture, geography and system, and work
together to protect the Earth, the only inhabitable planet for us all, and
make it a better place. This important tenet demonstrates President Xi
Jinping’s broad historical vision and deep passion for the world as the
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