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The Year in Review

‘When reviewing global developments in
2022, the following trends have stood out:

Pursuing development in a tumul-
tuous world. The conflict between
Russia and Ukraine, which broke out in
February, still shows no signs of end-
ing. It has plunged the Western world
into turmoil, with food and energy crises
bringing difficulties to the lives of many
people. High inflation in Western econo-
mies and substantial interest rate hikes
by the U.S. Federal Reserve have also
increased uncertainty.

Against this backdrop, China remains
committed to stability and development.
In October, the Communist Party of China
convened its 20th National Congress,
electing a new Central Committee and
outlining goals for Chinese modernization
in the next five years and beyond. The
Fifth China International Import Expo
in November, as well as other trade and
investment fairs, shared opportunities in
China with other countries.

Recovering from the pandemic. China
adjusted its COVID-19 control measures
as the virulence of the virus dropped,
with the aim of restoring normal life and
promoting economic growth. This will
be the common task for the entire human
community in the post-pandemic era.

Holding major sporting events
to boost solidarity. The Beijing 2022
Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games
delivered a top-level sporting event to the
international community despite the many
challenges of the pandemic. At the end of
the year, the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
also brought joy to soccer fans.

Exploring the frontiers of science and
technology. In 2022, China completed its
space station Tiangong, made new dis-
coveries with its Mars probe and launched
a solar exploration satellite. China’s
artificial sun, an advanced experimental
superconducting tokamak with the goal
of creating nuclear fusion like the sun, set
a new world record in May, achieving a
plasma temperature of 120 million de-
grees Celsius for a period of 101 seconds.

Throughout 2022, as COVID-19
dragged on, the world economy became
more fragile, the geopolitical environment
remained tense and global governance
was seriously inadequate. All these posed
formidable challenges.

We hope in 2023 more efforts will be
made to champion unity over division,
cooperation over confrontation, and inclu-
siveness over exclusion, so as to tide over
difficulties and embrace a better future
together. BR
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THIS WEEK

NEW AIRPORT

A new airport in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region on December 20. The airport, built at an altitude of 3,252
meters, opened to traffic on December 23.

Located in Taxkorgan Tajik Autonomous County, it is the westernmost airport in China and the highest
in Xinjiang.

The airport’s passenger throughput and cargo volume will reach 160,000 and 400 tons annually, respectively.
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THIS WEEK SOCIETY

Tropical Fare

Visitors take a closer look at tropical fruits at the 2022 China (Hainan) International Tropical Agricultural
Products Winter Trade Fair in Haikou, Hainan Province, on December 15. Agricultural products from 1,200
companies in 18 Chinese provinces were on display at the four-day fair, including fruits, vegetables and
coffee. Business models, including cross-border e-commerce, were also featured.

Agricultural Training

Anintemational agricultural train-
ing course on green technology
and new agricultural varieties took
place in Hefei, capital of Anhui
Province, from December19 to 20.

Cohosted by the Rice Research
Institute of Anhui Academy of
Agricultural Sciences (AAAS) and
Anhui Hua’an Seed Industry Co.
Ltd, the course attracted over
200 agricultural scholars, experts,
and students from more than 15
countries, including China, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, India, Viet Nam,
Kenya, and Rwanda. The course
was organized both online and
offline.

The training aimed to enhance
grain production and technologjical
advancementin countries along
the Belt and Road, as well as
strengthen China’s scientific and
technical cooperation with them. At
the event, agricultural experts from
different countries presented their
reports on various topics, such as

4 BEIJING REVIEW DECEMBER 29, 2022

crop breeding, rice seed production,
and green production technology.
“Pakistan and China face the
same challenges, such as droughts
and floods due to global climate
change. We can cooperate with
each other to develop new rice
varieties that can resist extreme
weather. And | hope to become
a bridge of that cooperation,”
Muhammad Ahmad Hassan, a
postdoctoral research student at
the Rice Research Institute of AAAS,
said.

2022 Buzzwords

China released the 10 most popular
Chinese buzzwords of 2022 on
December 20, with Chinese mod-
emization topping the list

Whole-process people’s de-
mocracy, digital economy, words
related to China’s Tiangong space
station mission, and the Beijing
2022 Winter Olympics also made
the list

Alist of Chinese words bom in

2022, including winter economy,
was also unveiled.

Stability and the Party’s 20th
National Congress were selected
as the top buzzwords of the year
for China, while war and the Russia-
Ukraine conflict were selected for
the world.

An algorithm was used to
generate the lists, with the final
results confirmed by a committee
of experts and researchers.

The buzzword selection has
taken place every year for 17
consecutive years and this year's
eventwas jointly held by the
National Language Resources
Monitoring and Research Center,
the Commercial Press,and
Guangming Online, the official
website of Guangming Daily.

Pollution Reading
Beijing saw its primary air-pollution
index reading for the January-
November period hit the lowest
level since official records began

VNHNIX

in 2013, official data showed on
December 20.

The city’s average concentra-
tion of PM2.5 in the first 11 months
of 2022 was 31 micrograms per
cubic meter, according to the
Beijing Municipal Ecology and
Environment Bureau. PM25
readings are a gauge of airbome
particles that are 25 microns or
below in diameter.

The city’s authorities have
taken a slew of measures to reduce
the emissions of PM25 precursors,
including nitrogen oxides and
volatile organic compounds. The
measures include increasing the
number of taxis, buses and sanita-
tion trucks that run on new energy,
while eliminating oil-fired boilers
in downtown areas and household
coal use in the suburbs. Authorities
have also strengthened pollution
control coordination with neighbor-
ing provincial-level regions and
beefed up the monitoring of key
pollution sources.

Siberian Tiger
Footprints and other evidence

of wild Siberian tigers have been
found in the Tiangiaoling forest
area in Jilin Province, the local
forest bureau and public security
bureau jointly announced on
December19.

On December 4, a villager
discovered the footprints of a wild
Siberian tiger in a valley. Staff from
the local wild animal protection
department determined that the
prints had been left by an adult
male wild Siberian tiger.

Ten days later, more Siberian
tiger footprints were found near
a highway, together with marks
where it had lain down.

When animal protection staff
inspected infrared camera data,
they found a wild Siberian tiger
had been walking in the forest on
December15.

In response to these discover-
ies, the local forest bureau and

http://www.bjreview.com
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public security bureau have taken
precautionary measures to prevent
conflict between the tigers and
local residents.

Soybean Output
Heilongjiang, China’s largest
soybean-producing province, set
new records in 2022 in terms of
soybean output and planting area,
Xinhua News Agency reported on
December18.

Statistics from the National
Bureau of Statistics show
Heilongjiang yielded 9.54 billion
kg of soybeans this year, up 32.6
percent year on year and account-
ing for 47 percent of the country’s
soybean output The sown soybean
area in the province hit 4.93 million
hectares, up 269 percent year on
year.

To ensure national food
security, Heilongjiang has been
increasing its soybean yield
through a string of measures such
asimproving varieties and field
management techniques.

High-Speed Railway
A106-km high-speed railway,
linking the cities of Mengzi and Mile
in Yunnan Province, entered opera-
tion on December16.

Withadesign speed of 250 km
per hour, the new railway has
slashed the travel time between

Mengzi and Kunming, the provin-
cial capital, to 69 minutes.

The construction of this railway
started in June 2018. Fifty-two
bridges and 10 tunnels were built
to overcome the area’s complex
geologjical structure.

Itis an important part of the
railway network between China’s
southwestern region and ASEAN
countries, which will play a positive
role in speeding up the urbaniza-
tion process of rural areas along
the railway, according to Shi Liang,
Deputy Director of the passenger
transport department of China
Railway Kunming Bureau Group
Co. Ltd.

Film Festival

The Fourth Hainan Island
Intemational Film Festival took
place in Sanya, a resort city in
Hainan Province, from December
180 25.

This year's film festival featured
3761 films from 116 countries and
regions for the Golden Coconut
Awards, the festival’'s competition
section, with over 80 percent of the
films coming from overseas, the
organizing committee said.

Zhang Jun, Secretary General
of the event organizing committee,
said the festival is committed to
strengthening intemational film
cultural exchanges and coopera-
tion, promoting the development

Arabic Arts Festival

Guests visit an intangible cultural heritage exhibition during the Fifth Arabic
Arts Festival in Jingdezhen, also known as China’s “porcelain capital,” in
Jiangxi Province on December 19. The two-day event included a series of
cultural exchange activities such as performances, a cultural forum and an
exhibition featuring works by Arab and Chinese artists.

of the film industry, and fostering
the prosperity of film creation.

First organized in 2018, the film
festival was jointly hosted by China
Media Group and the Hainan
provincial govemment.

Highway Tunnel

Atunnel connecting Tsokha and
Jinling townships in Banbar County,
Tibet Autonomous Region, was
completed on December 17. Itis lo-
cated on the county’s Shargongla
mountain pass, where altitudes soar
to 5200 meters above sea level
Hampered by extreme weather,

high altitudes, low temperatures
and a shorter working season at the
construction site, the project took
four years to complete.

The tunnel is a major element
of the National Highway Project
(G349). Itis 4392 meters long, with
the altitude of one entrance at 4,750
meters above sea level

The tunnel has laid a solid
foundation for the completion of
the G349 Highway. Full operation
of the tunnel is expected to shorten
the journey between Qamdo City
and the regional capital of Lhasa
by 300 km.

http://www.bjreview.com

Sculpting Snow

Staff members work on a gigantic snow sculpture for the
upcoming 35th Taiyangdao Island International Snow
Sculpture Expo in Harbin, Heilongjiang Province,

on December 18.
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THIS WEEK ECONOMY

Data Systems

On December19, the Central
Committee of the Communist
Party of China and the State
Council jointly released a quiding
document for the better manage-
ment of the nation’s data resources.
The document lays out 20 specific
measures to improve systemsin
this area to cope with new challeng-
es arising from the increased use of
data in business, administration and
govemance.

An official with the National
Development and Reform
Commission said the document s
“alandmark, overarching, and stra-
tegic move” to continue deepening
China’s reform and opening up in
the new era.

[twill help give full play to the
role of data resources, empower
the real economy, promote high-
quality development, and help
strengthen, improve, and expand
the digital economy. It will also
respond to the technologjical revo-
lution and industrial transformation
and build new advantages for the

country in intemational competi-
tion, the official said.

In addition, the move will
promote the sharing of the devel-
opment dividends of the digital
economy by all, promote mutual
prosperity and, at the same time,
improve the governance efficiency
of data resources and modernize
the national governance system

and capacity.

Service Opening Up
The State Council said on
December 20 it has allowed a
further six cities to launch compre-
hensive pilot programs for opening
up their service sectors.

The six cities—Shenyang,
Nanjing, Hangzhou, Wuhan,
Guangzhou and Chengdu—can
camy out the pilot programs for
three years, starting from the date
when their plans for the programs
were approved, according to the
State Coundil.

Iturged these cities to speed
up reform and opening up in
the service sector, accelerate the

development of modem services,
and forge new advantages in
international competition and
cooperation.

China started its pilot program
for opening up the service sector in
Beijing in 2015 and added Tianjin,
Shanghai, Hainan and Chongging
to the listin 2021.

The country's service trade
grew 17.2 percent year on year to
492 trillion yuan ($706.5 billion)
in the first 10 months of 2022, data
from the Ministry of Commerce
showed.

Stock Market Access

The top securities regulators of the
Chinese mainland and Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR) said on December19
they have agreed in principle to
expand the range of stocks eligible
under the Stock Connect program
between the two capital markets.
The move seeks to further
deepen mutual stock market
access between the Chinese main-
land and HKSAR and promote the

development of both capital mar-
kets, according to a joint statement
released by the China Securities
Regulatory Commission and the
Hong Kong Securities and Futures
Commission.

The Shanghai-Hong Kong
Stock Connect and the Shenzhen-
Hong Kong Stock Connect, which
started operating in 2014 and 2016,
respectively, give mainland and
international investors direct access
to each other’s stock markets.

For northbound trading,
eligible stocks will include constitu-
ent stocks of the Shanghai Stock
Exchange A Share Index and
the Shenzhen Stock Exchange
Composite Index that have a mar-
ket capitalization of 5 billion yuan
($718 million) or above and meet
spedific liquidity criteria.

Company stocks listed on the
two mainland exchanges that have
issued both yuan-denominated
A shares and Hong Kong dollar-
denominated H shares will also
be included.

For southbound trading, the

NUMBERS

Fixed Assets Investment Growth in China
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scope of eligible stocks will be ex-
panded to include stocks of foreign

developed passenger jetliner to
enter a foreign market

companies primary-listed in Hong The delivered aircraftis de-
Kong that are constituents of the signed with 95 seats, all economy
Hang Seng Composite Indicesand ~ class, the Commercial Aircraft Corp.

meet related criteria.

Also, the scope of southbound
eligible stocks under the Shanghai-
Hong Kong Stock Connect will
be aligned with that under the

of China (COMAQ), developer of
the ARJ2], said.

The ARJ21 has a range of up to
3700 km. It can fly in alpine and
plateau regions and is adaptive to

Shenzhen-Hong Kong Stock various airport conditions.

Connect to include constituents So far, nearly 100 ARJ21 planes

of the Hang Seng Composite have been delivered to clients,

SmallCap Index with a market capi-  operating on over300 air routes to

talization of 5 billion Hong Kong more than 100 cities and transport-

dollars ($642 million) or above. ing over 5.6 million passengers, the
Preparations for the expan- COMAC added.

sion of eligible stocks will take

about three months, and the stock M ajo rP rOjeCtS

exchanges will announce the of- China had approved 106 major

ficial launch date in due course, the
statement said.

Jetliner Delivery
China’s homegrown regional
jetliner, the ARJ21, was delivered to
its first overseas client, Indonesian
airline TransNusa, on December 18,
marking China’s first domestically

projects with a total investment

of about 15 trillion yuan ($2154

billion) by late November, in its bid

to expand effective investment, the

National Development and Reform

Commission said in a statement.
By the end of that month,

over 2,700 projects financed

by the country’s policy-based

and developmental financial
instruments had all started
construction, according to the
commission.

The total annual investment
quota—worth 640 billion yuan
($919 billion—from the central
govemment budget has all been
allocated, and the rate of projects
undergoing construction has
reached the highest level in nearly
five years.

The commission said it will
speed up the use of policy-based
and developmental finandial instru-
ments and infrastructure project
development as to expand effective
investment

Forex Settlement
Deficit
China’s banks reported a sig-
nificant drop in their combined
foreign exchange (forex) settle-
ment deficit in November, official
data showed on December 15.
The deficit declined 47
percent from October to $6.3

billion, according to the State
Administration of Foreign
Exchange. Forex purchases by
banks stood at $185.7 billion,
while sales reached $192 billion.

The forex supply and
demand in the domestic market
became more balanced, Wang
Chunying, a spokesperson for
the administration, said.

There was a $34.3-billion net
capital inflow in China under
trade in goods in November, up
4 percent from a month ago, and
the net inflow of foreign direct
investment expanded rapidly.
Foreign investors also increased
their holdings in China’s stock
market, Wang said.

Wang predicted goods trade
and foreign direct investment
will continue to contribute to
capital inflows in China, playing
a fundamental role in stabilizing
the forex market.

In the first 11 months, forex
purchases by banks stood at
$2.36 trillion, while sales reached
$2.26 trillion.

Fixed Assets Investment Growth in China by Sector
15 January-November (% y.0.y.)
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THIS WEEK WORLD

O
MALAYSIA ROMANIA

Rescue workers at the site of a Romanian Prime Minister Nicolae Ciuca,
landslide in Batang Kali, Selangor, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban,
on December 16. At least 26 Azerbaijan’s President llham Aliyev, Romanian
people had been killed and seven President Klaus lohannis, European Commission
were still missing as of December 21, President Ursula von der Leyen and Georgian
according to the Selangor Fire Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili (left to right) are
and Rescue Department pictured ahead of the signing ceremony of an
agreement on the Black Sea submarine cable
for the transport of electricity from the Caspian
area to Romania

— .

SOUTH AFRICA

Cyril Ramaphosa (left), re-elected President of the African
National Congress (ANC), talks to Paul Mashatile,
newly elected Deputy President of the ANC,
during the 55th National Conference of the party
in Johannesburg on December 19

8 BEIJING REVIEW DECEMBER 29, 2022 http://www.bjreview.com




THIS WEEK

O,
UNITED STATES

The House select committee investigating the Capitol riot of
January 6, 2021 holds its final public session on Capitol Hill
in Washington, D.C. on December 19. The committee accused
former President Donald Trump of inciting an insurrection,
conspiracy to defraud the U.S. and obstructing official proceedings

0ATAR

Argentina’s Lionel Messi holds up
the FIFA World Cup trophy as he
celebrates winning the final of the
event at Lusail Stadium in Lusail
on December 18

JORDAN

Leaders attending the Baghdad
Conference for Cooperation and
Partnership pose for a group photo
in Sweimeh on December 20.
The conference called for stronger
support for Iraq to help it maintain
security and stability, as well as
achieve comprehensive
development

http://www.bjreview.com DECEMBER 29, 2022 BEIJING REVIEW 9




THIS WEEK PEOPLE & POINTS

0 PRESIDENT OF THE CHINESE BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION

Yao Ming was reelected as the president of the Chinese Basketball Association (CBA) on

December 17.

The 42-year-old former National Basketball Association (NBA) star, who took the helm
of the CBA in February 2017, will now serve a second term.
Born in Shanghai in September 1980, the 2.26-meter-tall Chinese basketball player be-
came an international star as a center for the Houston Rockets in the NBA.
The Chinese men’s national team will strive for a berth at the Paris

ing to Yao.

Repurposing for Recovery

Yangcheng Evening News
December 19

During the previous rounds of
COVID-19 control, China adopted a
mass screening strategy that used regular
nucleic acid tests to curb local flareups.
Tens of thousands of kerbside testing
stations mushroomed across the country
as a result.

With the continuous optimization
of pandemic control policies, tempo-
rary testing booths have been taken
down. Yet some testing sites in Suzhou
in Jiangsu Province have transformed
themselves into fever clinics that provide

“Chinais really showing leadership
at the international level.”

Inger Andersen, Executive Director of the United Nations
Environment Program, in a recent interview with Xinhua
News Agency, on China’s role in global
biodiversity protection

10 BEUING REVIEW DECEMBER 29, 2022

Olympic Games in 2024, while the Chinese women’s team, which was
runner-up at the World Cup this fall, will aim to reach the top four, accord-

“We also hope that more Chinese players can go abroad to play in
high-level professional leagues and that young players can participate in
more tournaments ,”” he added.

consultation and prescription services for
local residents.

These newly converted fever clinics
enable a much more efficient medi-
cal process than completing complex
check-ins and waiting in long queues at
hospitals. Furthermore, these makeshift
stations allow diagnosis and prescrip-
tions to be issued in the absence of the
patients, who may be physically unfit for
outdoor activities.

As a new alternative to traditional
medical care, these local stations not
only avert COVID-19 patients’ exposure
on buses and subways, but also help ease
hospitals’ current shortages in staff and
medical resources.

chEFfEET

Vaccination Needs
Education

China Newsweek

December 5

Despite weakening pathogenicity, the
new COVID-19 variant is more infec-
tious and carries higher health risks for
older adults, who are especially vulner-
able to severe complications or death
from the virus. Most COVID-related
deaths have been of seniors aged 80
and above with diabetes, chronic lung

“lam more determined than
ever to make 2023 a year for
peace, a year for action. We
can’t accept things as they are.
We owe it to people to find

solutions, to fight back

andtoact.”

Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary General,
atan end-of-year press conference at UN
Headquartersin New York City on December 19

http://www.bjreview.com
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disease, heart conditions or other under-
lying health issues.

One of the urgent tasks at hand is to
make sure that older generations are fully
vaccinated. According to data released by
the Chinese Center for Disease Control and
Prevention, only 40.38 percent of seniors
aged 80 and above had received booster
vaccines as of November 28.

A rather obvious reason for this unfor-
tunate state of affairs is restricted mobility,
a natural condition of old age. Conscious of
this predicament, government authorities
in Beijing, Shanghai, and Guangzhou have
acted fast by providing seniors with door-
to-door vaccination and shuttle services
between home and distant vaccination sites.

Another primary cause driving this
low vaccination rate is a widely shared
fear among the elderly of potential side ef-
fects. Given the common misconceptions
surrounding COVID-19 vaccines, the gov-
ernment should clarify vague descriptions
of contraindications, better monitor and
track adverse reactions reported after vac-
cination, give regular updates on the latest
data and findings, and offer compensation
to those affected.

Once put in place, these policies will
not only protect the old, but also point out a
possible direction for China to roll out tar-
geted and dynamic control measures.

“China’s economic prospects are
promising and the
super-large-scale market
potential will be released faster
to bring greater opportunities to

other countries, including France.”
Wang Yi, Chinese State Councilor and Foreign

Peachy Placebo

Gmw.cn

December 14

As China braves elevated numbers of
COVID-19 cases, medicine-purchasing
frenzies and other short-term consequenc-
es of the recent lifting of restrictions
on social and economic activities, the
country has, surprisingly, found itself in
the midst of a craze for hoarding canned
peaches.

For many Chinese people, especially
those in northeast China, the sweet treat
is a folk remedy for colds and fevers.
This custom is partly rooted in an age-
old belief that the word tao, or “peach,” a

homophone for “escape,” can drive away
ailments and pains.

This belief is not entirely superstitious.
Canned peaches serve not only as a sweet
placebo, as many have argued, but also as a
refreshing delicacy that restores lost appetites
and replenishes vitamins, energy and other
nutrients that help to boost immunity.

The peach-purchasing spree should
be interpreted as an expression of the
public’s desire for a more positive and re-
laxed mindset, one that no longer regards
the pandemic as a formidable intrusion
upon life, but as a common infection that
only requires a short period of home-
based recovery for most people without
underlying health issues.

0 FORMER MINISTER PENALIZED

Xiao Yaqing, 63, former Minister of Industry and Information Technology, who was
placed under investigation for suspected violations of discipline and laws in July, was
expelled from the Communist Party of China (CPC) and stripped of his post in public

office.

Xiao became the minister of Industry and Information Technology in 2020.
An investigation conducted by the CPC Central Commission for
Discipline Inspection and the National Commission of Supervision

found that Xiao attended banquets that might compromise his im-
partiality at work and accepted funds in exchange for influence.
Xiao has been granted leniency because of his quick confession,
expression of remorse and return of his illicit gains.

He was expelled from the Party, dismissed from his posts, de-
moted to a lower rank in public office and required to retire.

“We have the confidence,

conditions and capacity to advance

Minister, meeting with French Foreign Affairs Minister
Catherine Colonna via video link on December 19

http://www.bjreview.com

China’s entire economy.”

Han Wenxiu, Executive Deputy Director of the Office
of the Central Committee for Financial and Economic

Affairs at an annual conference on the Chinese
economy held by the China Center for International
Economic Exchanges on December 17
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Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC), leads the other members of the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau of the 20th CPC Central Committee in meeting the press at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing

on October 23

Xi Jinping Re-elected Top CPC Leader

On October 23, Xi Jinping was re-elected general secretary of
the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee at the
First Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee.

He will serve for another five years, to lead the nation to
complete the tasks laid out at the 20th CPC National Congress,
which was convened in Beijing from October 16 to 22.
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In a report delivered to the national congress at its open-
ing ceremony, Xi pointed out, “From this day forward, the
central task of the CPC will be to lead the Chinese people of
all ethnic groups in a concerted effort to realize the Second
Centenary Goal of building China into a great modern social-
ist country in all respects and to advance the rejuvenation of
the Chinese nation on all fronts through a Chinese path to
modernization.”
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